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10 ws EXCELLENCY. 


BARON Du BEHR, 


* 8 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR THE AFFAIRS 
OF HANOVER, 


SIR, 


HIS Engliſh Tranſlation 2s thi 
German Ociginal of the celebrated 
Mr. Mosss, I make bold to inſcribe to 


_ Your Excellency. Not with a deſign to 


make a panegyric on this occaſion, which, 
tho' your ſhining qualities juſtly merit, I 
am ' ſenſible your modeſty would not per- 
mit; nor merely to return you my moſt 


| humble thanks for the kind patronage and 


affectionate protection that your Excellency 
has been pleaſed to favour me with ever 


ſince my arrival in England; as a faithful 


obſervance of my duty can be the only 
means of * my gratitude, J mean, 


by 


! 
by this dedication only to ſhew my reſpect 
to you as a Connoiſſeur in the Belles Lettres, 
and as a Patriot, who takes part in the ho- 
nouf of his countrymen, when their talents 


and taſte for the liberal arts are properly 
diſplayed, 


Tuls humorous production of our Au- 
thor I have ventured to ſubmit to the acute 
judgment and refined taſte of the Engliſh 
nation in their own language, an attempt 
too great for one who has been acquainted 
with it the ſhort-ſpace of two- years only ; 
but when my- reaſons are given, I am in 
hopes your Excellency will pardon the Ply” 
neten of the Tranſlator. 


Tur I ſhould have choſen 7bi piece 
as my firſt ſally will not, in my opinion, re- 
quire any excuſe;gither to your Excellency* 
or the Public, the talents of the Author be- 
ing fo well known, and his inimitable ſkill 
in diſplaying with a lively and often with 
a humorous turn, the fineſt thoughts and 
moſt uſeful truths, which I doubt not may 


be cally diſcovered in this feeble tranſla- 
tion. 


t 1 ] 3 


tion; | The ſolid wit and pleaſing ftile, in- 


terſperſed with Attic ſalt, whereby Mr. 


Rouſſeau is herein refuted, (being attacked 


intirely in his dwyn way, and his fyſtem 
diſproved chiefly by his own arguments) 
will ſufficiently diſtinguiſh our Author from 
being too ſerious an opponent, like Mr. 


Formey, who is in every other reſpect an 
excellent writer. And further, I muſt 


confeſs to your Excellency, that an eminent 


writer of Wa nation has 2 of 
my choice. 


Ir may | perkars. be Juſtly alleged, that 
I am too preſumptuous in attempting to. 


expreſs in a foreign language, thoſe pleaſing 
and maſterly turns with which my original 
ſo amply abounds; but, notwithſtanding 
theſe difficulties, I hope your Excellency 
will give me leave to mention the reaſons 


. eee 
arduous taſCc. 


As ſeveral Engliſh tranſlations from the 
German language have already been pre- 
B 2 ſented 
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ſented to the N to * general diſta- 
tisfaction of all who peruſed them #, and 
having always found the fault lay in the 
tranſlation, not in the original, I was 
tempted to prove the truth hereof by un- 
dertaking this tranſlation, being in hopes 
that notwithſtanding the faults of the 
tranſlator, the beauties of the original might 
ſtill be felt by the reader, if a juſt elucida- 
tion of the author's thoughts were given, to 
which former tranſjators ſeldom or never 
have attained, 


My original is a e produRticn of ſuch a 
nature, that were a ſtranger to attempt a 
tranſlation of it, he would find a thouſand 
difficulties ariſe from the ſatirical turns of 
wit and humour in the author, who, in the 
moſt pleaſing manner, uſes ſuch idioms, 
metaphors and pioverbs as are ſuitable to 
the manners, euſtoms and diſpoſitions of 


'* For inflance, Rifles vieh and Rabemer's 


the 


* | | 
the nation in ' whoſe language be writes 3. 
I therefore dare affirm, that if an Engliſn- 
man had tranſlated this humorous piece, 


he would certainly have overlooked a great 
number of- beauties which ariſe from the. 
above-mentioned ſources, in every page of, 
this work. This obſervation has already 


been made v7, 4 (vice on Sher works of 


8 FURTHER "nia was, chat 1 
might preſerve the remembrance of Mr. 
Moſer amongſt his Engliſh friends, who 
always expreſſed the greateſt regard for 
him, both on account of his private ami- 
able character and great knowledge, as well 


as the prudence with which he conducted 


affairs during the late war in Germany, ſo 
much for the intereſt of the Britiſh army, 
that even a PRINCE, whom all the world 
may eaſily gueſs at, though out of reverence 


I conceal his name, could not help ad- 


miring, and even publicly * him 
for it. 

To chis 1 may venthre to add the deſire 
1 ee had of ſhewing my friends in 
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England, on this PAR the love I bear 
to the language of their country, and my 
reſpect to a Nation with which the German 
Nation is ſo cloſely connected, partly by one 
common Origin, and principally by one 
common and TROL excellent PEI 


Ir this Iban eſſay ſhould meet wich 
the approbation of your Excellency, it will 
be no ſmall encouragement to a future at- 
tempt from him, who remains, with the 
profoundeſt reſpect and veneration, 


. 


Your EXCELLENCY's 
moſt obliged, and 


** 


na obedient, humble ſervant, 


J. A. F. WARNECKE. 
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Reverend Vicar of 8 AVO Y. 
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Reverend Sin, © © $i. 
Am very forry, that the confeſſisn m your 
faith, ſo long concealed from the public, 


ſhould at length have fallen into the hands s of a 
perſon, who has immediately communicated it 


to the world. Moſt probably, you' intended to 


ſeal it up with a malediction, like the philoſo- 
phers ſtone, that it might be viewed only by adepts. 


This I have great reaſon to ſuppoſe, by the careful 


attention you have all along ſbewn to your ſmall 


community, and by that awful devotion with 


which you have always attended divine ſervice 
in your pariſh, notwithſtanding 'your own pri- 


vate ſentiments. —I am ſorry, I ſay, that your 


friend has not ſhewn the ſame attention to the 


People in Europe, that you have to thoſe aſ- 
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-(.8.). 
tains Wie and prudent legiſlators and found- 
ers of ſtates always diſtinguiſhed between private 
and public religion, by which -they ſhewed a 

true knowledge of human nature, and of what 
the different abilities of men would bear. It 

perhaps would not be amiſs ſometimes to follow , 
their example. Even the primitive church 
concealed ſome ſecrets, from their novices, 
which it was judged. improper to diſcloſc»zoo 


ſoon. 


Howzevzr, Sir, the fault is committed, and 
the ſcandal given, and all that can be done by 
you or others, is to make a proper atonement. 
Lou acknowledge a God, aſſert conſcience to 
« be our judge, and admit of eternal Puniſhments 
and Rewards.” —This appears to be the ſum 
of your doctrine, and theſe principles are e- 
ſteemed by you the only ſure and ſafe guides, 
ſo that we may diſpenſe with all others. Were 
this intended for the SECRET, DOCTRINE, of a 
few Emilius's, who, to a naturally good diſ- 
Poſition, joined the advantage of a good edu- 
cation, then ſhould I have conſidered it ſilently, 
and perhaps might have called ſuch orderly 
creatures happy, who could be guided by ſo 


.UNIVERSAL DOCTRINE, which ought to contain 


chains for rogues and villains, various motives 
and encouragements fer the timercus and faint- 
2 . hearted, 


lender a thread; but as this is intended for an 


Tt 
e 
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are by far too weak, for all theſe purpoſes, 
1 Neither can I think it right to form a religion 
| only for philoſophers, or perſons capable of re- 
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very new and. fingular idea, to cheriſh your 
downy- bearded Emilius's at the expence of the 


a ſingle family in a wilderneſs; but a people 


(9) 
beuiad, as well as principles of yen un- 
er the moſt cruel tortures, und force to refrain 
HY anHital por, &c. I muſt confeſs, Sir, 
your plan is too confined; and your arguments 


flection; on the contrary it appears to me a 


reſt of the world.. 


I phpsune you have long ago 115 this ob- 
ſervation, — © That.ESTABLISHED RELIGION ge- 
e nerally took place at the inſtitution of every 
civil ſociety z and that the doctrine of the 
God's firſt made its appearance in the gene- 
alogy of the firſt founders of ſtates, and was 
*& ihtroduced by their legiſlative power.” 
"Upon A little conſideration we may ſoon find 
out the reaſon why perſons who were fully re- 
ſolved to tyrannize over their fellow-creatures, 
were under a neceſſity of uſing ſuch inſtruments. 
We may ſoon diſcover, that NATURAL RELIGION 
might ſuit an individual in a deſart iſland, or 


aſſociated to an equal condition of life, whoſe 
' poſſeſſions lie contiguous, are liable to fo many 
_ alluring temptations, that more powerful mo- 


tives and reſtraints than NATURAL RELIGION 


\% can 
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(10) 
can 1 are required to actuate and guide | 
them; and that no legiſlator could contrive | 
ſuch motives and reſtraints, without uſing ar- 


tificial aſſiſtance. 


Now let us once friendly ſuppoſe, civil | ſociety 
was abſolutely neceſſary to render the world 
happy, or at leaſt leſs unhappy, would you have 
ſome man of ſuperior genius produce out of his 
own brain a pretended Nemefis or an Aftrea, 
in order to have the ſeal of ſanctity impreſſed 
by them to enforce certain duties, in cafe his 
fellow creatures would not: longer be ruled or 
governed merely by ſenſe and reaſon ? Or would 
you rather have him diſable their feet, as the 
inhabitants of China do thoſe of their wives, in 
order to maintain public tranquillity and hap- 
pineſs amongſt his new created citizens? Per- 
haps you will think both theſe unneceſſary, and 
even the eſtabliſhment of large ſocieties ſuper- 
fluous; becauſe every man might have been a 
good philoſopher, and might have lived by | 
| himſelf upon the;xqugh mountains of Savey in 
peace and trangumlity. Nay, you may perhaps 
go farther, and affirm, that men would have 
„been much happier without being troubled 
with either fear or love, and without the ne- 
e ceflity of requiring the aſſiſtance of ſociety in 
the enjoyment of life.” — But don't let us be 
ill-humoured, and carry our arguments to too 
— 


- wo, 67-2 
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great a tun, ** us in a friendly DEM 
ſuppoſe, that the children of Adam had pro- 

| duced, by degrees, ſome thouſands of wicked 
grand- children, intirely independent of each 
other, and that they had lived together in a 
large wilderneſs, in the quality of herdſmen, 

and had at laſt quarrelled concerning the paſ- 
ture; and let us further ſuppoſe them not to 

have been educated in the ſchool of Mr. Rouſſeau, 

but to have deen of the ſame ſtamp with the 
huſſars, which we, in the preſent age, notwith- 
ſtanding the multiplicity of teachers and preach- 

ers, ſometimes meet with, what do you think 
would have proceeded from this inteſtine com- 
motion? A leader, I am apt to believe, would 

have been choſen on both ſides; a power would 
have been eſtabliſhed to unite a multitude of 
perſons in one defign, as well to diſcipline and 
reſtrain, as to puniſh, hang, burn, and deſtroy 
whole crews of them at once, if nereſſity re- 
quired. it. Who then do you think in ſuch a 
criſis would have been choſen their general ort 
commander? In their wrath, I preſume, the moſt 
ſtrenuous and valiant. But when that was ſub? ! 
ſided? Undoubtedly out of gratitude their del | 
liverer,—But ſuppoſe now, that their zeal and 
gratitude. ſhould: be abated, and that pride: 
jealouſy, envy, and reſentment, ſhould raiſe a re- 
bellion, ſo that none would longer obey, but 
n one command, and that at the ſame time 
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unexpected dangers from abroad ſhould ** 5 
it abſolutely neceſſary to keep up with the great - 
eſt ſtrictneſs, a good diſpoſition of the; ſtare, to 
ſupport the laws, to preſerve order, to enforce 
taxations, and maintain other good: regulations; 
by what means, in ſuch a caſe, could à man of 


"3 5 ſuperior genius poſleſs himſelf. of ſuch a degree 


of power, as would be neceſſary to prevent his 
own ruin, and the deſtruction of his friends? 
The dignity of a princely deſcent, which now- 
a· days ſtands.in the room of a divine genealogy, 
could have been to him of no uſe at all. The 
herdſmen would have laughed at a bonnet ſet 
round with ſhining ſtones, at a coat furred with 
ermine, or at a cylinder with its two ends tip» 
ped with gold; no body amongſt them had 
been born with a helmet on his head, and no 
body perſuaded to take the neighing of a horſe, 
or the dream of a good woman, for a divine 
inſpiration. or calling. It is true, there might 
bave been amongſt them a foundling, who 
cheriſhed in his boſom that divine fire, by nes 
the dominion over mankind was firſt procured 
to privileged ſouls; but he would then. have 
ſpoken like Moſes, with a flow; and ſtammering 
tongue, and conſequently muſt have been de- 
prived of the moſt efficacious remedy, I mean, 
that power of eloquence which formerly pre- 
vailed over men, before it was obliged to 
de filenced in the 85 of a Wen What 

1 
1 | 


(13+) 


then toula ſuck, a, man des Why do aſh? 
He ſhould;haye recourſe. to a God, if he could, 
or make loye to a Gaddeſs; he ſhould, haye his 
mother got with child by Hercules, and have 
his laws dropt down. from the ſkies 3, he ſhould 
eſtabliſh prieſts, myſteries, temples, and. mira- 
cles; and ſhould get all his enemies and, rebel- 
lious ſubjects deſtroyed by thunder- bolts from 
heaven. This is what he ſhould do, _ 


„ Waar ! ſhould a man doghis? a mant 
6 exalted underſtanding, a hero? And ſhould 
*< we, apprave of lies and, tricks ?” — Don's be 
angry», Sir, for L am apt to believe,,. that) this 
is the very, thing which the firſt founders. of 
; 0 ſocieties were obliged to ſubmit to, in 
order to gain a necellary. power, a pour by 
which they. could bring father and mother to 
the ſtake, in caſe they had been guilty of an 
3 5 ee Ee we 
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„ chemſelves, id be thus impoſecd upon, ar, 

* mildly, ſpeaking, to, be chus ruled and. gg» 

6c verned, mull. have. been. downright fools.” — 

It is true, my dear. vicar, they were not Ani 1 

lius's, but notwithſtanding, all their fimplicity, 

yet, like him, they wanted to live upon a lit- 
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(14) 
ſhutters and red tyles, and there to enjoy the 
produce of their labour, and the fruit of their 
vines, with peace and tranquillity; and this 

great purpoſe they certainly obtained, by ſuf- 

fering themſelves to be led by certain fictions 

of the imagination, and therefore were not al- 
together fools. — If you are not ſatisfied, Sir, 
add to what has been already ſaid, that no wiſe 
man ever betrays the ſecrets of bis art. — This 


you'll be pleaſed to impart to your ng friend 
Mr. Rouſſeau. W 


«Ts it then allowed, thit bad means may be 
< uſed to obtain good ends ? Heaven forbid 
that I ſhould aſſert any ſuch thing! No, Sir, 
underſtand me rightly ; all this I diſapprove of 
in the higheſt degree, nor is it at all neceſſary to 
my purpoſe. The only conſequence I would 
draw from all theſe arguments, and which you 
muſt undoubtedly allow, without farther con- 
tradition, is, That all legiſlators and found- 
© ers of large ſtates, both good and bad, have 
© thought natural religion inſufficient for ſettling, 
* ruling, or keeping civil ſociety within proper 
limits; and that, upon this account, they were 
© forced either to have recourſe to Gods, and ſuch 
© other imaginary machines, or to a ſixed and ęſta- 


© liſhed religion.” This you muſt ſurely allow, 


Bur what would you think now, if God, g 


whom we both acknowlege, ſhould have had 
; the 


(15) 

the ſame inſight and knowlege of hana. nature, 
as thoſe legiſlators, thoſe genius's, or thoſe | im- 
poſtors, if you pleaſe ſo to term them? Whar . 
would you dak if he had choſen ſuch ma- 
chines as were becoming his Deity, and correſ- 
pondent with his great purpoſe to—make men 
happier ? Where would be the improbability 
of this? Or would he be ſurpaſſed in this by 
human genius's ? It is evident he either intend- 
ed that large ſocieties of men ſhould be formed, 
or not. If large ſocieties were intended, no- 
thing more is to be done for the neceſſary con- 
ſervation thereof, but to have a ſyſtem of reli- 
gion, as I have already mentioned, revealed by 
ſome means or other, and conſequently you 
will have a revealed religion. But if you aſſert 


that ſuch ſocieties were not intended, then I 
ſhall end the controverſy. 


Tris revelation indeed may, for what 1 


know, be diſcoverable by the light of nature, 


although it is very ſtrange, that all the wiſe 
men and legiſlators that ever exiſted, could ne- 
ver find it out. Perhaps therefore it lay conceal- 
ed ſo deep that it eſcaped common obſervation ; 
and, if this is the caſe, it might be as well out 
of nature as in it. | 


% Rei1cion then is conſequently but a poli- 
tical engine, and not TO for the Fr 
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6016 5 
« an noble end of worthippitg God.“ es, 


Sir, religion is a political engine, but it is ſuch 
an one as is framed and employed by God, in 


| his terreſtrial dominions; and When we wor- 


ſhip, extol, or praiſe him, then we promote 
his honor, and the honor of God is the happi- 
neſs of his creatures. If you can attribute to 
God a till greater aim, with all | my heart; but 
I ſhall always deem the honor and glory of God 
to be inſeparably connected with the e 
and Perfection of bis creatures. 


Tar but once, Sir, to reflect upon revealed 


religion in this lo and mean point of view. — 


David upon the throne, of proſtrated in afhes; 
the ſinner upon the threſhold of the temple, or 
under a canopy bordered with golden fringes; 
the philoſopher with a fyſtem in his hand, or 
a child with a rattle, may appear the ſame 10 
Almighty Cod, or at leaſt we may imagine ſo, 
if he could be ſuppoſed to view, with a ſolitary 
Pleaſure, the fantaſtic actions of men, and take 
delight in ſpeculating on the various paſſions 
and ſentiments of the human foul.—But 79 . 
and civil Society it is of the greateſt conſequence 
that a king be ſometimes proſtrated in the duſt, 
and that he acknowledge himſelf before his 
Maker to be a miſerable ſinner.— Nothing can 
prove of more importance to civil ſociety than 
piety and devotion, by which noble and gene- 

1 rous 


4, ( 17 5 
tous: paſſions and a ſalutary awe and reren 


for the Deity are excited, and men are prepared 


to encounter all the miſeties of life. Neceſſity 


requites the uſe of a creed, compoſed of articles 
founded on the ſtrongeſt principles of virtue, 


whereby the unhappy may be comforted, the 
. proſperous reſtrained, the proud humbled,” the 
monarch controlled, and the avaricious deſires 


of the trader limited. —This, I ſay, is of the ut- | 


molt importance to civil ſociety. This purpoſe, 
it 1s probable, God might have intended by 


religion, and I ſhould think it entirely confor- 


mable to his divine wiſdom, if he had propoſed 
no other end but this by his revelation. 


— 


E you will object to this, and "0 


That natural religion would ſtill better effect 
the ſame; purpoſe, not being founded upon 
« ſuch ambiguous teſtimonles. We acknow- 
« ledge the Creator by his works, and no doubt 


E they are the moſt eloquent preachers, they 


2 ſpeak to all eyes and ears, and their language 
is underſtood by Cherokees and Kalmucks ; 
e their beauty is founded upon unchangeable 

* rules, which make us acquainted with the 

- © wiſeſt and moſt powerful being, and conſe- 

„ quently with the duty of loving, admiring, 

and worſhipping him. If theſe dictates of 

nature are ſtrictly purſued, they cannot fail 
wh nn us a ſentiment of moral obliga- 
. D a 
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tion or conſcience, eſpecially when aided by 


(18) 


a liberal education, whereby we may be al- 
e ways guided right, and the proſpect of eter- 


nal puniſhments and rewards, which J allow 
of, will keep under wicked men, and will 
-< furniſh the legiſlator with the means of go- 
verning and conducting them according to 
his will, and even of inſpiring them with an 
. «© enthuſiaſtic courage and ECON: of dan- 


„ige 


VxR well, my dear Vicar, I will not yet 
diſpute your theory, but let us appeal to expe- 
rience, and we ſhall immediately diſcover, that 


all legiſlators have found this theory inſufficient 
for practice. I have often tried in my imagina- 
tion, to arm Moſes wich all the force which 
natural religion could afford; I have placed him 
in the front of an waren thouſand brick- 


makers, whoſe ſenſe and judgment had been 
formed in clay pits, and 1 have got them to 


aſk him, with a loud and threatning voice, 
What power has made thee our judge ? Then J 
have got him to ſpeak of the beauty of the ſtars, 
of the awful grandeur of thunder, of the order 
and proportion which univerſally ſubſiſts even 
in the minuteſt parts of the created univerſe ; 


and have inſpired him with all thoſe arguments 
 whichthe authors of Aſtro and Phyſico-theology, 


&c. Have nn. to lay before the orderly 
| part 


(19) 


part of Waal. with pretty god 007 * 


I have at laſt made him ſpeak to the route 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, your own ar- 
guments on natural theology, and more parti- 
cularly your opinions about eternal puniſhments 
and rewards ; but notwithſtanding all theſe en- 
deavours, I never could gain the ſmalleſt pre- 
ſumption of theſe rude and wild people being 
convinced of the reality of his divine commiſ- 
ſion to rule over them, eſpecially at the time 
when abſolute neceſſity required the hanging af 
whole bodies of them. This I. Imagine to be 
the caſe; if you can form a better opinion of 
the brick-makers ſenſe and . then I am 
in the wrong. 


if * 


Bur in general I think God "uy no more 
made the ſouls of all men according to one 
Neale, than he has appointed all of them to be 
kings and philoſophers. Great part of them 
cannot comprehend the moſt evident truths, 
or the conſequences reſulting from them, nor 
can many of them be ſufficiently penetrated by 


' theſe truths to be taught patience and con- 
ſtancy in the ſad hours of affliction. There are 


indeed ſervile fouls upon whom truths muſt be 
_ continually enforced, and there are even kings 
ho cannot feel the force of any other proofs 
than miracles. The cuſtoms, manners, thoughts 


and comprehenſions of men are equally differ- : 


"JFA ent 
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„ 
ent as their ſtations, tempers and diſpoſitions; 
and therefore as ſociety conſiſts of all ſorts and 
ranks, the religion muſt be fit for every mem- 
ber thereof. But if we conſult daily expe- 
rience, we ſhall find that ſomething more than 


mere natural en is wanted to accom ompl iſh ſo 
great a taſk. | 


Ix this was not & the caſe, why are men taught 
to uſe poetry and eloquence ? To paint in true 
characters our ſentiments and ideas. And wh) 
ſo? Becauſe they are more moved by a pech. 
addreſſed to their ſenſes, imagination and paſ- 

lions, than by mere abſtract reaſoning. Now 
we will for once ſuppoſe, that a certain eſtabliſhed 
religion was an accommodation of natural reli- 

gion to the: ſenſes and imagination of men, 

And why ſhould not ſuch a ſuppoſition be 

made, ſeeing an addreſs to the imagination 
may poſſibly be founded upon truth. Should 
not then legiſlators and founders of ſtates have 
full liberty to execute ſuch a plan, and to move 
the minds of men to their own advantage, in 
the ſame manner as we find: it proper to affect 
them by poetry and eloquence,—In your natu- 
ral religion you adopted eternal puniſhments 
and rewards, Now do me only the fayour to 
draw heaven and bell before the weak imagina- 
tions of ſome people in the fame manner as God 
has thought proper to repreſent them, in order 


(21) | 
3 impreſſions, and PI we 
are already about the firſt ; article, 
namely, That God could very well bring 
« ſome truths to a nearer intuition, and could 
« realize and fix in the imagination and ſenſes 
« of mankind by a revelation, ſuch principles as 
« we in natural religion could "it on . 


« © way of abſtract MG 64.2 2220 4 


Dd. 


Wann you Fam the 3 of God 75 
as the firſt article in your natural theology, you 
obſerve, © That there are men who may deny 
it, and perhaps men of learning too.“ You 
further remark, That other people of the 
. 6. ſame fort doubt your ſecond article, viz. 'the 
. 6+ immortality of the ſoul.” — Lou alſo allow, 
„ That conſcience; is a vety doubtful thing, 
- 6 becauſe it is to be formed by accidental Cir- 
* curſtancesz” — which is the third of your 
articles. You muſt certainly know by expe- 
. rience, that the voice of the works of God 
Which daily ſtrikes the ear, is like the chirping 
of a Canary bird, which can ſcarcely. be heard 
by the perſons who poſſeſs it, though at the 
- fame time. it may ſtrike the ears of a ſtranger by 
2 "Its ſhrillneſs. And by 7his voice and by theſe 
principles, you think to form wild brick-makers 
into a ſtrong, happy and tranquil body of 
people. But how ſo, if theſe human animals 
could not conceive your arguments on the ex- 
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(22) 

iftence of a God and on the immortality of the 
foul ? If they took their ſenſual deſires for con- 
ſcience itſelf, and fo choſe a wrong judge of 
their actions? If they ſuffered the ſun to riſe 
and ſet without thinking on any thing elſe but 
their food ? If the power of God appeared to 
them only when the crops in their fields were 
blaſted or burnt up, or when their brick-kilns 
were ſtruck down by lightning ? — Believe me, 
Sir, your natural religion may ri yery 7 but 
15 not n rs es Zh 


* 


Lat ns W 4 01 or - other 
'Þ ee ariſe, I ſhall be found, like a ſecond 
Orpheus, at the foot of a rock, with all the 
frighted and perplexed children of men before 
me; to every ſoul will I give ſtrength and com- 
fort, and pour freſh ſpirits into every one, by 
the almighty aſſiſtance of a revealed religion: 
when you in vain attempt to preach upon the 
beauty of the deſtroyed works of God, in your 
lofty e to a n of ee" —_ 


| W may ever r fo 3 reply, chat, ac- 
cording to this reaſoning, religion is nothing elſe 
but an enchanting muſic, a bridle for the vulgar.— 
All my anſwer at preſent upon this head ſhall 
be, that all mankind may be ſtiled tbe vulgar; 


and in my opinion it is much better that this 


Eridle has been put on our minds than in our 
1 


\ 


(23) 
mouths, Ga ſomewhere or other I think it was 
neceſſarily to be put, in order to guide us to the 
ends propoſed by our Creator. . pee 
et not 10 DELETION our gee inſtituted. 
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confined by the chains of imagination. Some | 
men may require a block of five hundred | | 
weight to prevent their running away with the f 
fetters, while others perhaps may be ruled by mu 
half an ounce; but religion muſt be poſſeſſed | TH 

of all the different weights for millions and mil- 
lions of imaginations. Notwithſtanding all 
which, you think to accompliſh ſuch an im- 


meaſurable plan by ſome doubtful maxims and 
uncertain ſuppoſitions. e 


i 


Bu let us proceed. Can we ever attain to a 
perfect certainty by natural religion? No. Is 
this certainty a prerogative of revealed religion ? 
No. Why not? For that very reaſon becauſe 
we are men. The fault cannot be aſcribed to 
God, but to that degree of knowlege which is 
given to our ſhare among the infinite ranks and 
orders of creatures. We might have been all 
created angels, and all animals might haye made 
the ſame pretenſions. We might by our rea- 
ſonings demonſtrate, that God Almighty could 
not properly have created more than one ſingle 
creature, the neareſt poſſible 1 in n to 
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(24). 
himſelf, (in which caſe neither you nor I had 
ever exiſted) and that ſingle creature might 


have aſked his Creator, why: he had not done an 


impoſſibility, and made him a ſecand Gad. All 


this we might do, were we fooliſh enough to be- 


Aieve that we, as mtu, onght to be poſſeſſed of 
— 1 weren hs Mag: have * * 
0 « Bur what f is ay conſequence: * you will 
aſks © For what end ſhall we change an uncer- 
* tain, natural for an uncertain revealed religion? ” 
o be ſure that ſhould not be done; but 
ſuppoſe now that no choice has here been left 
us, that the performance of certain duties could 
not have been ſecured but by the enforcginents 
of a revelation and creed, as I now do ſuppoſe ; 
that the portion of our knowledge is not, nor 
could have been greater than juſt to let us, in 
.our middle ſphere, know ſomething and believe 
ſomething, and that we could have had no other 
choice than between different revelations; in 
which caſe you muſt certainly allow, chat the 
advantage ond depend on chuſing the beſt 
revelation; and td more on the inſtability of na- 
tural religion. You muſt further grant, that it 
is even the uncertainty of things which, at the 
ame time that it is a ſource of pleaſure, makes 
us capable of being ruled and governed Yor a 
TE; wiſdom. 


MY 


„ 


n 
Bur you may 1 here ſtop my career, 
and cry out after me. What is truth? what is 
« probability ? who knows all religions? who 
has compared them all together ? or who is 
capable of thoroughly examining the nature 
of each, in order to form a judgment of 
* all?” Either all religions that promote the 
advantage of civil ſociety, the happineſs and wel- 
fare of mankind, and the perfection of the 
whole, are equally good, and conſequently ir 
makes no difference whether we give our ſincere 
approbation to one or the other; or that refgion, 
which demands the preference, and is cruel 
enough to ſhut the door of heaven againſt us, 
| mult needs have a very diſtinguiſhing character. 
and moſt remarkable ſignaturesz and if theſe 
fignatures cannot be found, the ſafeſt method is 
to follow that religion in which we have been 
educated. This has given to our conſcience its 
preſent plaits and folds, and it is difficult to un- 
fold them again, and moſt dangerous to civil 
SOCIETY not to act according w conſcience. 


This you will ſay, and I am fully ſenſible of all 
Mts W 7 


(Row now, in the firſt en wha ws 
tures do you want? Human teſtimonies are fal- 
lible; yes! fallible. . Miracles, ſays Hume, can- 
not be judged of, or vouched for by men, merely 
becauſe: they are miracles, and conſequently not 


1 fre quent 


( £6 ) 

frequent enough to admit of compariſon one with 
another, or with things like them. If men were 
to riſe from the dead, they would notwithſtand- 
ing be men again; and angels, I think, muſt aſ- 
a very doubtful and ambiguous figure if 

— were to preſent themſelves to our view. 
If God ſhould appear to us in a flame of fire, or 
in thunder, our eyes could only diſcern the blaze 


or our ears hear the ſound. Neither of theſe 


phænomenons could be any thing but burning 
and thundering. Or were ſuperior beings to af- 
ſume a human voice, then you would ſay, 
„ What buſineſs have I with men? Every 
« where I have ſtill the teſtimony of men, and 
« why may not thunder itſelf lie like a man?“ 
In ſhort, I do imagine, at leaſt, according to our 
pneumato-theology, that God could reveal and 
make himſelf known to men in any figure what- 
ever, but not without leaving us under ſome 
doubt, whether a God was really contained 
therein or not. Nay, if he appeared every 
day to every man, of every age or diſpoſition, 
I believe a Copernicus or a Newton would then 
invent ſome curve, by which they would de- 
monſtrate that theſe apparitions ought to be 
aſcribed to the ordinary courſe of nature. Mau- 
periuis would find it fooliſb to put God to the 
expence of ſo many miracles, if he could rule us 
by the mere appearance of them without the 


reality; 


{ 27) 


ſhowered down in written characters from the 


ſky, then Mr. Rouſſeau without doubt would = 
eſtabliſh a printing-hauſe in the moon. We 


philoſophers would do. this moſt” certainly. 
How forcible is this argument? If they will 
e not liſten to Moſes and the prophets, then 
0 they will not believe though one roſe from the 


« dead.” Both the philoſopher and man are 


Kiff-necked people, five e enen cannot 
hold them. 81 


1 Wen zpobd. „ 
more equitable in our claims, and were not to 


demand any other ſigns of God but ſuch a8 
fall within the reach of our five: natural ſenſes, 


or are ſuitahle to our reaſon and underſtanding? 


If we would act thus we ſhould ſoon renounce 
our longing deſires for extraordinary ſigns, and 
at length acknowlege the vanity of looking for 
wipged apoſtles in this terreſtrial world, to 
nn renal the clouds to un. 
$3 OAT v3 

Wr would you PN think, if 1 mould 

9 bold to oppoſe you with this obſervation, 


„That the economy of every religion abſo- 


lutely requires this public aſſertion, that there 
it no ſalvation out of it! lt ſeems to me that 
a * without this axiom cannot produce 
| % ˙— nth 


* and. if ch word of God were to be 


* w — — —- —— — — — 


. 
— . 
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its proper effe&ds i in civil ſociety ; ; at leaſt I chink 
that if the following doctrine was inſerted in ca- 


pital letters in a public catechiſm, that ox 
MIGHT BE SAVED IN ALL RELIGIONS, ſuch a 


doctrine would very much leſſen that enthuſiaſm 


which is neceſſary to be we up. I, for inſtance, 
in my thoughtleſs puerile days, ſhould certainly 


have reaſoned thus: Let my mind have its 


full ſcope, and if it does not bring forth truths, 


2 it will at leaſt produce fancies, and every reli. 


* gion is acceptable to God.” 


So certainly 1 


| ſhould have argued, unleſs my father had con- 


cealed from my view a little longer! tlie important 
doctrine of the indifferency of all religions; and 
had firſt inſpired me with a prejudice againſt this 
opinion you have adopted. When I had at- 
tained to riper years and more diſcretion, I 
might perhaps have been reaſonable enough not 
to ſuffer myſelf to be put out of the way by it. 


But the world of children, who never arrive to 


the age of manly underſtanding, I ſhould always 
have pitied. Such an indifferency would, in 
my humble opinion, have deprived every reli- 


gion of the power of laying hold of the con- 


ſcience, which, however, is neceſſary for obtain- 
ing the purpoſes gf an oath, which, though ſo 


awful and tremendous a thing, is yet abſolutely 


requiſite | in civil ſociety. This induces me to be- 
heve, that exery religion, in its Public doctrine, 
muſt 


— 


8 (6490) 9 | 
mut exclude all others, and leave. to the Philo: 
ſopher alone a ſalutary uncertainty for the ſub- 
Jew of his ſpeculation, _ . 


2 4 2 1 , | f ons K 
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Tux eternity of the hell- torments has Ae 


| met with many objections. The uncertainty of 


this doctrine is of no bad conſequence, nay per- 


haps it has. been left doubtful on purpoſe, in or- 


der to leave us between fear and hope, and to 
prevent deſpair ; but the public. certainty of the 


contrary, that 1 is to ſay, a divine declaration of 


the ſhort duration of theſe puniſhments, might 
for many reaſons be CAR OY on | 
1 E 44 „ . 

TunIS being ſuppoſed, I will n now 3 tq 
anſwer your queſtion, ** Whether, while mat- 


l ters are thus ſicuated, and there is no poſſibility 
by of making compariſons 1 in every religion, ſo 


Las by examination to chuſe the beſt, it would 


* 


& not be moſt proper for every man to perſevere 
< in the religion in which he has been educated.” 
2 anſwer, We cannot publicly eſtabliſh this as an 


| irreverſible rule without approving of all reli- 


gions which aim at the welfare and intereſt of 


ſociety, and we cannot approve of all religions 


without leſſening the particular power of each in 
binding the conſciences of men. And as ſoon 
as we leſſen the power of conſcience, we imme- 
diately aboliſh all the civil benefit which can re- 
ſult from any religion whatſoever; wherefore 


# 1 0 

we. will in this manner, that it is petni. 
cious and deſtructive to aſſert, by a public doc- 
trine of the church, the indifferency of all reli- 
gions which are eſtabliſhed in the world, and 
are well calculated for the purpoſes of civil ſo- 
ciety, and that your friend Mr, Rouſſeau did not 
ſhow himſelf a maſter in his art, when he 
reſolved to male ſuch an article a 1 doc - 
trine. 


& ? 


 Howsves, rhes this agreement may only 
be current between us; for what I here ſpeak 
is only addreſſed perſonally to you, becauſe 1 
only anſwer to your objections, But, Sir, in 
the mean while, ponder once more the argu- 
ments of the greateſt men upon the probability 
of the Chriſtian religion, You have given trial 
of your ſkill, how ſtrongly one may. argue for it, 
and if you will but ſuppoſe an efabliſhed religion 
neceſſary, your choice will not meet with ſo 
*** difficulties as before. 


As 1 8 on one poſition, 1 
will make bold to advance another, viz. that 
« religion dares not depend merely on logical 
* ſyllogiſms ; for this cannot be done, without 
allowing every man's reaſon to be a judge. 
The ſchool-boy, as well as his maſter, muſt 
be ſuffered to give his judgment of it, unleſs a 
certain Interpretation | of the dictates of * 
— 


and reaſon be fixed by ſome power or other, 
And in whom ſhould this tri be veſted ? In 


an oracle ? We ſhould then have a revelat; 


ion 
again.—In a prince? We would hardly grant 
him ſo much pre-eminence of ſenſe and under - 
ſtanding, and very likely in this eaſe a lord- 
treaſurer might be the high-prieft to interpret 
the. religion of nature.—la an aſſembled clergy 7 
Well, but would we not immediately aſk, Do 
they ſpeak all this by their owa, or by divine 
power? And ſo we ſhould at laſt come either to 
2 revelatien, or to human inventions. Beſides, 
Sir, the prieſts of nature would not certainly 
aſſemble from both poles, in order to make 
one general interpretation, as you ſeem to pre- 
tend; and if the Black and is held ſeparate 
 tynods and eouncils, then we ſhould have two 
interpretations, which. in all probability. might 
differ very muck from each other. —In an a/- 


fembled people ? This to be ſure. would naturally 
be beſt of all. The w0ice of the people would be 
| Riled the voice of God; but would the people 
Pay the ſame reverente to a religion of their 
own making, as they would do to a revelation ? 
Would it be even poſſible to make them agree 
together? and would not the remembrance of 
their diſputes, and of the paſſions raiſed thereby, 
hurt and leſſen the power of religion? Would 
not Voltaire, from the deſtruction of Liſbon, 
fuppoſe the author vf nature to be malevolent? 
1 . | And: 


(iy 
And would not Candide” ſuppoſe him to. be g 
ſea e near his, fine damſel u pon MT 
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lb all my difficulties ar 788 pod 
ans ready to believe that all .thoſe peo lat 
have had recourſe, to oraclts dich We king 
ceive them. © The oracles dre very good inſtances 
to prove the 'neteſity of a revelation. wh T he 
aboye· mentioned difficulties brought the wi ſeſt 
men back to this extremity. "They could ndt 
give to their interpretation of nature the ſanctity 
that was requiſite, without deriving it from 
"God." They could not preſetye it for want df 
letters, without cauſing it to be delivered every 
"day from God; and this was done by an oracle. 
ee, Sir, bow far neceſſity led ' prudent” men 
8 tlicit 1 inventions and what ibventlons? - to 


— we # — 


and other weil virtues, as the eſſential 2 


of men; to interweave the idea of n deity, there | 5 


1 ' where they were afraid that the Lana e of natietal | 
religion might burſt in Pieces. nn 


* * * ** F 
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N i, is range diſpoſition in men towards 
wonderful and exttaotdinary things, ſuch as 
apparitions, ſpectres, forebodings, ſecret . ope- 


rations of nature, aid all theſe things which 
force even philoſophers to confeſs, we don't yet 


' uu every thing. —Thoſe great men who have 
7 argues 


= 


1 - 
3 
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poſition of mind have facceeded well enough, 


ſo fur as at leaſt to prevent it from being dan- 


gerous; but however they could not radically 
extirpate it, and many people are now aſhamed 
to confeſs . publickly, what in their private 
thoughts they confeſs to themſelves. ut may 


not this propenſity of mind be accounted for 
from ſome higher reaſons? Horſes have a ten- 
der mouch in order that a bridle may the better 


rule them; and Perhaps this diſpoſition has 
been implanted in us, in order that we may 
the better be carried by it to execute the wiſe 


purpoſes of nature. Do but imagine yourſelf 
that we had not ſuch a diſpoſition of mind; and 


ſuppoſe chat Mur brain was ſo conſtituted that 
it could not be affected by any thing but ma» 


thematical demonſfrations, ſhould we then be | 


poſſeſſed” of chat tender 'ſenfiblliry, that eaſy 
credulity, Which ſo much contributes to our 
pleaſure? We muſt then either look into the 


very bottom of every thing, (which pretenſion 


- is however very abſurd) or we are now a great 


deal happier, becauſe we are ſooner and more 
eaſily ſatisfiedl. It is true enough, this diſpo- 
fition is very apt to kindle the fire of ſuper- 


nn neither. Indeed nan is à curious, 


5 | F Vonderful, 


ſticion; but good- nature, kindneſs, and gene- 
roſity, are not leſs liable to be miſled. This 
you know yourſelf, and have not cenſured ſuck. 
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wonderful, and incomprehenſible being ; he is 
4 both the maſter. and the fool of all his fellow- 
creatures. We have conjectures and ſyſtems. 
concerning the end and deſign of his exiſtence, . 
but viewing him only as he ſtands in relation to 
this life, and the rank he there holds, I find by 


experience that it is neceſſary for him to be led 
and tamed by various ways and means. 


. 


One important reflection more, my go Sir, 
I muſt acquaint you with, earneſtly intreating 
you to conſider it by yourſelf, in its full com- 
| paſs and extent, Do you believe that natural 
religion can inveſt a prieſt with all that political 
ſanctity, which all nations have unanimouſly ap- 
proved of. Though every man is demonſtra- 
bly ſacred 1 in regard to every other; though the 
ſtates of the empire, and the repreſentatives of 
other realms are, in conſequence of their office 
and particular compacts and laws, to be conſi- 
dered as ſacred perſons, yet both of them for all 
| that have not always been able to reſiſt the ty- 
rannical power of princes. But the order of 
prieſts has been a great deal more feared and 
ſpared; the people have attributed to this order 
a particular character of ſanctity, and God per- 
haps wiſely managed it thus for the welfare and 
greater ſecurity of mankind z* at leaſt I think it 
abſolutely neceſlary that truth and prejudice, or 
any thing elſe you pleaſe, muſt j Join together in 
order 


(35) 
order to keep up this political ſanity, has; 
vine mark of infallibility, and to preſerve” the 
| cans reverence Tor this order. | 


VIZ only all choſe ſtates PRES countries out 
of which a part of this truth, or this important 
prejudice if -you pleaſe, has been baniſhed by 
Thomaſius, or his ſucceſſors. The biſhops, 
canons, and other eccleſiaſties, have caſt off 
with their black robes the character of their or- 
der. They are not feared more than other men. 
The parſon is become a Kay's EI 
huſbandman, e 


4 


Iur RUD ENT ooliciciata in ſome countries in- 


veſted the ſovereign even with the adminiſtra- 
tion of the eccleſiaſtical reyenues, and not only 
rendered him maſter of all the benefices, but 
alſo deprived the eccleſiaſtics of their right of 


voting. The ſanity: of common ſenſe,” by 


which the ſecular ſtates were ſupported, is va- 
niſhed away, and it is but a meer chance that 
the ſovereign is juſt ; if he be not, no body can 
oblige him to be ſo. Come on now with your 


natural religion, and transform all the clergy ; 


into ordinary men, leſſen the opinion of the 
common people concerning them, and ſay, 
that the Holy Ghoſt does no longer in a parti- 
_ cular manner dwell in them, fortify therewith 
on ſovereign againſt heaven and hell, againſt 

F 2 rumults 
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tumults and inſurrections; what advantage do 
you think would ariſe from that? Indeed the 
Reformation was of great ſervice to a Roman 
Catholic Prince, but the Roman Catholic Religion 
ig ſtill at preſent of great ſervice to Proteſtant 
Subjects; in this religion the political ſanity of 
the Clergy is much better preſeryed. It has not 
yet been ſuppreſſed by the double-edged con- 
cluſion, That no STATE within @ STATE ougbt ts 
be endured; which in its undete 


ed. Iti is true, that the epiſcopal rights are now 
| juſtly united, under one head, with thoſe of the 
prince of the country, but moſt happily not ſa 
mixed together, but one may diſtinguiſh the 
various places and charges, or the office of High 
Steward from the Sovereign himſelf, —All thoſe 
who robbed the Clergy of their political ſauctity, 
which cannot be ſufficiently founded upon any 
thing elſe but a divine revelation ; all thoſe, I 
' fay, brought down upon mankind a very great 
calamity ; for we need not have been afraid, 
that the clergy would have abuſed their power, 
given by us, ſince the Soyereign we * 8 
perpetual military force, | 


* Nuvzx,” (ſaid once a Turkiſh ſtateſman t9 
me) “ never mind the Mufti's being ever ſo bad 
ke a man, do but kneel before him in the duſt, 
#5 en en 4 fubjet to the Grand Sultan; 
er for 
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for he and his clergy are the only ſacred rocks 
behind which thou canſt ſcreen thyſelf, if the 
4 tyrant ſhould. be ſeeking after thee. Does 
« God Almighty grant thee, in his wrath, thy 
demand, allowing thee to venerate the worthy 
e clergyman alone, and to deſpiſe the noms 
c one publicly ; then doſt thou deſtroy the Poli- 
1 tical ſanity of this Order, and the tyrant will 
* readily accept of this thy diſtinction, and that 

<« prieſt who is to juſtify and vindicate thy cauſe, 
5 he will call an unworthy advocate, and for 
ce this reaſon condemn him to be killed, and 
e then he will afterwards kill thee alſo.” —— 


So reaſoned a Turk, who was not a Donatiſt, 
and who did not affirm, That the force of the 
word of Gad depended only upon the behaviour 
of the prieſts. —— What would become of © 
Spain and Portugal, fince they loſt their laws, 
<« if the eccleſiaſtics did not prevent the exors 
* bitant uſe of the ſovereign power. This 
is what Monteſquien ſays, and I don't urge any 
more but this, that natural religion cannot effect 
fo great an adyantage, and that there are in 
fome countries ſuch political regulations. eſta- 
bliſhed, by which the horrible inquiſition is 
turned to a neceſſary evil and jo a 198 Wr | 
for deſporic 1 | 


Now you are . in 6 
jaking in hand the defence of the truth of our 


briſtian 
+ 
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Chriſtian religion; but here I muſt own to you 
fincerely, that I am not a Divine, but a Lawyer, 
. T only drew up my thoughts in ſuch a manner 
as I am apt to believe every impartial man, who 
knows but ſomething of our religion, might 
have done. I beheld the defects of ſome ſores 
of human ſocieties, and the accidents they 
were liable to; I conſidered the diſtempers of 
theſe great political aſſociations, whether they are 
called monarchies, ariſtocracies, democracies or 
tyrannies ; and I have concluded that a revealed 
religion has always been neceſſary and uſeful to 
them. I next found, that the Chriſtian religion 
anſwered, in the higheſt degree of perfection 
every purpoſe a Supreme Being could ever in- 
tend for the good of mankind, and from this I 
drew the concluſion, that it would be fooliſh to 


queaken, and ſtill more fot to tear to pieces fo Perfect | 
@ band. 


Io conclude, I intreat you to tel your good 
friend Mr. Rouſſeau, that it is not at all difficult 
for ſo great a genius as he is, who can conſider 
an object in a thouſand different views, to aſſert 
ſomething contrary to the common opinion of 
| mankind, and to ſacrifice every particular truth 
for the ſake of ſome pretended higher deſign, 
though really with a worldly aim, like a hero, 
who lays aſide all civil laws, and ſets a temple 
juſtly on fire, leſt it ſhould impede his W | 
| — 


C0.) 


BE pleaſed to cell him, that Arlaud's beauti- 
ful picture of Leda was cut to pieces by himſelf, 
i hk it was the moſt perfect expreſſion of a 
naked truth. Show him by this, that there are 
offenſive and ſcandalous truths; and that we call 
ſuch a thing ſcandalous which 1s contrary to the 
purpoſes of Civil Society, Perhaps he will quickly 
aſk, Whether Religion ſhould even ſubmit to 
the purpoſes of Civil Society; and whether the 

theory of the Chriſtian religion did not do even 
the contrary ? But I ſhall never be at an end; 


perhaps theſe queſtions I may anſwer and 
time; till then, farewel. — 


Os xvABRUcR, 
Nev. 2, 1762. 8 
J. MOSER; 
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